
TO OUR VALUED CLIENTS, 
I N  T H I S  I S S U E

Donahue  &  Walsh,  P.C.  is  excited  to  continual ly  update

our  valued  cl ients  on  f i rm  news  and  helpful  sources

pertaining  to  their  unique  cases  in  McHenry  and  Lake

County.  

In  our  December  quarter ly  issue,  you  wil l  f ind  our

recent  blog  posts  regarding  DUI 's  in  I l l inois ,  Traff ic

Stops  and  more.  We  have  addit ional ly  included  relevant

local  resources  to  be  used  at  your  disposal .  Final ly ,  we

prof i le  accomplished  Attorney  Jeffrey  Altman,  and

feature  recent ,  notable  cl ient  test imonials .

Thank  you  for  being  our  valued  cl ient .  We  hope  these

insights  landing  in  your  inbox  wil l  consistently  serve  as

a  guiding  source  to  you  and  your  loved  ones.  We  look

forward  to  a  continued  future  of  updates  on  everything

Donahue  &  Walsh,  P.C.
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There are many avenues that may be taken to beat your DUI charges.

An experienced lawyer knows how to utilize commonly used defense

strategies to leverage your case.

Additionally, there are DUI defenses that are less widely utilized, and

less widely discussed. Here are some of them:

Questioning Credibility

In 2019, Illinois police arrested 26,224 people for a DUI, with 90% of

those drivers losing their driving privileges by either suspension or

revocation. The remaining 10% retained their privileges or were found

not guilty of the crimes charged. Imagine if the 90% had a dedicated

Illinois DUI attorney that could have determined if the probable cause

for the stop, the standardized field sobriety tests were faulty or the

officer or machine was not certified to provide a breath test result.

Corroborating Anonymous Reports

Anonymous reports are one of the most disputed forms of cause that

exist. An anonymous report can come from anywhere. No matter the

source, an anonymous report is not probable cause. Officers can only

stop drivers if they can detect impairment through probable cause. In

Illinois, the law now requires anonymous reports are corroborated by

an arresting officer.

RARELY DISCUSSED ILLINOIS DUI DEFENSES
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https://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/publications/pdf_publications/dsd_a118.pdf
https://icjia.illinois.gov/researchhub/articles/alcohol-impaired-driving-in-illinois#how-does-law-enforcement-detect-and-measure-impairment-in-drivers


Weaving In-Lane

You might think that weaving on the road is illegal, and that might be

probable cause for an officer to stop a car. It can be if a vehicle crosses

lanes or runs off and back on the road. However, it is not probable

cause to stop a vehicle if it is only weaving within the lane’s lines. If the

reason for stopping and then detaining is because of weaving, make

sure to communicate that to your experienced DUI lawyer so that they

can request the in-squad video.

In-Squad Videos

In-squad videos have proven the innocence of contested charges more

than once in the case of DUIs. Officer testimony may offer one account

of information, and the in-squad video will indeed provide another.

Your attorney will also know what to do if the in-squad recording

device was inactive or damaged.

RARELY DISCUSSED ILLINOIS DUI DEFENSES
CONT.
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Possession of a controlled substance

Driving under the influence of alcohol

Driving under the influence of drugs or combination of drugs

Driving under the combined influence of alcohol, other drugs, or intoxicating

compounds

Illegal transportation or possession of alcoholic liquor by driver in a motor

vehicle

Possession of adult use cannabis in passenger area of motor vehicle

Obstruction of a police officer

An old piece of motherly advice that resurfaces every now and then is that

“nothing good happens after midnight”. For the purposes of criminal law and

protecting your constitutional rights, we’ll add this: nothing good comes from a

traffic stop.

The best thing that can happen when you are pulled over by the police is that

you provide your license and registration, nod your head as the officer warns you

about your behavior, and then get back on the road.

So, at best, you experience the anxiety of a police encounter and wind up being

late to whatever you were driving to. At worst you receive a fine only offense.

However, some traffic stops can lead to other charges if the officers suspicions

are raised to investigate other crimes. Traffic stops often lead to other offenses,

such as:

If a “routine” traffic stop leads to more, your first call should be an experienced

criminal defense lawyer who can challenge the evidence against you and limit

your exposure to harsh criminal penalties.

NOTHING GOOD COMES FROM A TRAFFIC STOP
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WILL AN ALCOHOL OFFENSE IN WISCONSIN
FOLLOW YOU HOME?
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Revocation of your Illinois driver’s license for one year on a first offense and

up to a lifetime revocation if you have three prior convictions

Mandatory jail sentence to be served in Wisconsin, if you have a prior OWIs

in Wisconsin

Criminal penalties in Illinois, since any out-of-state DWI will be treated as a

conviction

You headed north of the state line to have some fun with family or friends. Drinks

were poured, jokes told and a great time was had by all. “Best day ever”, you

thought to yourself as you headed south and the clock approached midnight.

Then it happened: the lights. The siren. The stop. The flashlight. The questions.

The cuffs. You were arrested for OWI in Wisconsin.

Good thing your drivers licensed was issued by Illinois. This won’t follow you

home across the border and cause issues in your personal or professional life,

right?

WRONG.

Wisconsin is far from Las Vegas geographically and rhetorically. What happens

in Wisconsin absolutely does not stay in Wisconsin.

Your Wisconsin OWI will not immediately cause you problems, but it is only a

matter of time until Illinois finds out about it due to OWI convictions being

uploaded to a national database. Once Illinois becomes aware of your OWI, you

will be exposed to penalties such as:



WILL AN ALCOHOL OFFENSE IN WISCONSIN
FOLLOW YOU HOME CONT.
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Yes, you read that right. Illinois will treat your OWI as a conviction regardless of

whether you are convicted in Wisconsin. That will leave you ineligible for court

supervision, which is the preferred outcome in Illinois DUIs due to the lack of

license revocation.

The best course of action is to not get behind the wheel after drinking. The next

best course of action is to make sure you have an experienced DUI defense

attorney representing your interests as soon as possible after a Wisconsin OWI

arrest. Make sure to contact our office to help you prepare the best possible

defense.

https://www.donahueandwalsh.com/blog/category/dui-owi/


SIGN UP OR APPLY FOR  MCHENRY
& LAKE COUNTY RESOURCES

Remote Access
McHenry County
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Emergency Alerts
McHenry County

BAIDD

License
Reinstatement

Remote Access
Lake County

Emergency Alerts
Lake County

MDDP
Application

Pay Fines
McHenry County

Pay Fines
Lake County

Court Case Look-up
McHenry County

Court Case Look-up
Lake County

https://www.mchenrycountyil.gov/county-government/departments-a-i/health-department/emergency-preparedness-response/how-to-prepare/emergency-alerts
https://www.mchenrycountyil.gov/county-government/departments-a-i/circuit-clerk/online-services/remote-access-subscription
https://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/BAIID/certbaiid.html
https://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/BAIID/reinstate.html
https://19thcircuitcourt.state.il.us/list.aspx
https://19thcircuitcourt.state.il.us/2163/Remote-Court-Hearings
https://www.mchenrycountyil.gov/county-government/departments-a-i/circuit-clerk/online-services/payments
https://www.lakecountycircuitclerk.org/i-want-to/online-payments
https://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/publications/pdf_publications/baiid17.pdf
https://caseinfo.mchenrycountyil.gov/pca
https://circuitclerk.lakecountyil.gov/publicAccess/html/common/index.xhtml


THE
NEWS

Attorney Jeffrey Altman, joined Donahue and Walsh in 2005. Jeff is

seasoned felony attorney, exhibiting routine success at hearing or trial.

Mr. Altman completed his undergraduate degree at Northern Illinois

University and obtained his Juris Doctorate from John Marshall Law

School. 

Attorney Altman was admitted to the Illinois Bar in 1998 and began his

career as an Assistant McHenry County State's Attorney. After serving

the people of McHenry county for five years as a felony Assistant

State’s Attorney, Mr. Altman went into private practice specializing in

criminal defense, real estate and business transactions. 

He is a National Highway and Transportation Safety Administration

Certified Instructor in Standardized Field Sobriety Testing and a

member of the McHenry County Bar Association. When Jeff is not

practicing law, he likes to hunt and fish. 
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ATTORNEY FEATURE: JEFFREY ALTMAN 



CLIENT TESTIMONIALS
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They work with you financially, they aren't judgemental,

and hard working. They really try to win their cases.

Wonderful lawyers and they are very helpful and honest

with you and I couldn't ask for anyone better.

They are amazing people who care and get the job

done. I will always recommend them. They were always

patient, there for me, and I will never forget how I was

treated by them. I will always be thankful!



GET IN TOUCH.

https://www.donahueandwalsh.com/
https://www.donahueandwalsh.com/blog/
https://www.facebook.com/donahueandwalsh
https://www.instagram.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/64757413/admin/

